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of the Lady's will: wherein the method of proceeding in each case was adjusted, dtfter which the papers were returned to Mr. Belford, that he might order the two directed copies of them to be taken.
In one of these letters Mr. Belford requests Miss Howe to gi<ue the character of the friend she so dearly loved: *A task, he imagines, that will be as agreeable to herself, as worthy of her pen.'
* I am more especially curious to know/ says he, * what was that particular disposition of her time, which I find mentioned in a letter which I have just dipt into, where her sister is enviously reproaching her on that score.* This information may perhaps enable me,' says he, * to account for what has often surprised me: how, at so tender an age, this admirable lady became mistress of such extraordinary and such various qualifications.'
LETTER LV
MISS   HOWE,   TO   JOHN   BELFORD,   ESQ.
Thursday, Oct. 12. SIR,
^ I am incapable of doing justice to the character of my beloved friend; and that not only from want of talents, but from grief; which, I think, rather increases than diminishes by time ; and which will not let me sit down to a task that requires so much thought, and a greater degree of accuracy than I ever believed myself mistress of. And yet I so well approve of your motion, tha? I will throw into your hands a few
* See VoL I. Letter XLII.